
For Im.ledia.te Release 

Xl.g~*r.tory waterfo\A hunting regulations designed to gear the harvest to the 
production of trild ducks, geese, coots, and doves were announced today by Secre- 
tary of the Interior Oscar L. Chapman, 

The amended regulations were abproveL 4 by President Trumwl after adoption by 
Secretary Chasman in accordance Hth a law of Congress ma’;ing effective treaties 
rel8ting to bizas mi&;ratinr; between the United States, Canada., and Mexico. They 
were recommended 3y the Fish and 7il~~ife Service follol.4n; the most extensive 
biological inve sti.+tions ever m&e, an& efter consultations with State game 
administrators. Breeding ground surveys were c,crried on 3y the Service in cooaer* 
tion v;ith the. Canadian ViiX!.ife Service, the 3rovincial. Gome DeDartmentc, and 
vsious State Il)eya- tments of $onservg,tion. Several grivnte org,anizntioas such as 
the tdildlif e Mo~.~~ement Insti tute, Ducks Unlimited, the Joint El~ck Duok Committee, 
the ‘iJinnot[s Point Gun Club and other gun clubs, also 2orticiFsted. 

In submit tin;;: the recommend:,tions for the 1950 season to Secretary Chgman, 
Albert M. Da;:, Director of the rfs.h and Wildlife Service, said, “The Service has 
c;;one :i long way duri;:g the Fast few yeers in attemptin; to adjust the hunting 
pressure to the anticipated flights of ducks end geese in the vorious portions of 
the United States lfiich we commonly term rflyways.1 “his year* s regulr tions come 
closer to this goal t&n any that have ever been adopted previously. Also, the 
preferences of the states with respect to open season dates have been o3served 
within the limits of uniformitjr for flnqays 2.nB l..herever consistent 15th sound con- 
servation practices.” 

Briefly stated by Director Day, the major c&nges care these: 

The length of the season in the Atlantic Bly~ay states fill remain the EmrIle 
as last year -- 4C consecutive days or t\,o perio4s of 16 aws. (Bag limit of 4 
ducks end S in possession remains the sane.) 

In the MississiD$ flyway states the sen.son has been reduced from h0 to 35 
consecutive a238 or two periods of 14 deys. (Z&g ;uld possession limit of 4 and g 
ducks remains unchanged.) 

In the Central flywa;; states the length of the season will remain the same as 
15st ye,u, H 45 consecutive days or two -periods of 38 days, but the daily b,?~; limit 
is incrensea by 1 aId 2nd the possessAon limit by 2 ducks. 

In the Pacific flpvq;r stc.tes the season hrs been increased from 50 to ,55 con- 
‘secutive d?ys or tlvo periods of 22 d?ys, with 91 daily bag <and possession limit of 
6 ducks. (Camp ared frith lost year, this is an increase of 1 du& in the daily bag 
md a. decrease of 4 in the possession limit,) 



Bag and possession limits on geese, li'i * acy din3 to Mr. Day* remain .es$n%pa"Iy 
the same as last year in each flyway. ' ,,A " 

In explaining the recomme&letions'made by the Service, Director Day said8 .' 

s!!Zhe Atlantic flTyway continues to present the most static cond.itions 'as r"ar aS 
the distribution of titers, birds, and harvest are concerned,, Because the breedin! 
ground surveys displayed no significant trend up or down, it seems wise to retain ._. 
the same regulations as were in effect last year* 

"In the Mississippi flypray) hot-"ever , conditions do not appear to be as good P.S 
in the other flyways. Production in Manitoba was noticeably reduced over last year, 
This, combine3 with the unimproved conditions" $-n '3he &.rl&an &tr North, WisconsTn, 
and Michigan, and with the same or slightly improved situation j_y %inn.esotn, is not 
very favbzable, Zn addition, dming the ig'&.~@ senson, this flyw@y had 43 pei'C2nt 
of the-htiters and 46 percent of the kill but only ~20 percert of the birds. hll 
these factors m&e it imperative that the season be cutback if we are to contdnue 
our policy of gearing the harvest to production. 

.I 
‘. ?The over-all picture fr, the Central. .flyway ~sho’ws somO increase in proCVaction 

this ye& in tile ir&ortdnt breeding are~s,'prrtiou?.arly in Saskatchewan and Xorth 
DakotL In fact, this flyway shows the 'best improveme?& of any. In recognition.:of 
this the bag aud possession limits have been increased to 5 and 10 ducks from 4 znd 

-' 8. En other'wordi, we are giving back to the hunters the one bird t:e took awa:? a 
year ago* H, 

. 
Director Day characterized the ehan?;es in the Pacific flyway as & "experiment 

in an area that,.can stand it because there ;are more birds per':hunter -in this flyL~y 
than in any other in the countryos During the 1$+9-50 season, Pacific flyw,v stat 
had.gl:p&cent o f the ducks but only 21 percent of the haters afi$ 21: perceht of tL 
kill. The over -&ll production for'the P&.ciJFic flyway is expected to be about the . 
same or slightly-less than last .yearls, 

Sportsmen.living in ths Paqific flyway states have long sought to have the 
daily bag and+possession limit the same, according to Mr. Day. fiThis yoer we'have 
agreed'.tb io along with then on a.~ e-xperimenta.3. basis* We hope to find out whether 

_c or not the -cause of waterfowl.conservatipn.can be better served if .the bag and pas-= 
session limit is the same. Certainly, this regulation should be,an aid in law 
enforcement.w 

Some minor ihinges to be noted ore the following8 
. :i 

At the request-of State game administrators, the season has been closed on blue 
geese in Colorado; on al.1 except Canada geese in Eassachus,otts;. and in NWJ Mexico 
the bag limit has been reduced fros; 5. to 3 geese, which limit may include not more 
th3Yl 2:CaXlada geese *or 1 Sil.ClW goose. .In l?exas .the seasoh has b'een closed on the 
black-bellied tree duck! and in those S,"uates having a season on band-tailed pigeons 
the bag limit has been reduced from 10 to E birds a d$ o&in possession. 

South Carolina and WestVirginia are included with the Stateshaving ayi open 
seeson on woodcock, end an open 'season has been pr.escri.bed.for white-winged doves in 
Imperi,al County, California, In New York.and certain Xor.th Atlantic States; aid 
squaw ducks are included in the b?g limit for scoter and cider ducks. The hunting 

pf nourning doves in Nontsna is limited to eight counties in place of the former 

* . 
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statewide season, and in Idaho the season on these birds has been bpened in eight 
additional counties. Adjustments of the opening end closing d.a.tes for hunting 
rails, gallinules, woodcock, and mounring doves have been made in several States. 

Salient highlights of the 1950-51 regulations ere as follows8 

OPEN SEASONS J!‘OB DUCKS, GEESE AND COOTS, BY FLYWAYS -----.y-. .A- 

Atlantic flyrray states_: --.-.- 

Nest stc.tes chose a continuous season. Of the 17 states included in this fly- 
way, only 5 -- Delaware, Maine, Massachusetts, i!Tew Hampshire, and Nets York - 
settled for a split season. 

Connecticut, November -J-December 12. 
Delaware, November 3-18, and December 1530, 
Florida, November 27-January 5. 
Georgia, November 27-January 5. 
Maine, October 6-21, and Wovember 211-December 9. 
Maryland, November 27-Jenua.r:~ 5% 
Massachusetts, Ostober SC!-November 9, and December 15-30. 
New Bampshire, October 6.49, an& November 17-December 2. 
New Jersey, Bovember l-/-December 26. 
New York, October 204Jovember 4, end December 8-23. 
Worth Carolina,. November 27-January 5. 
Pennsylvania, Cctober 134Tovember 21.. 
Rhode Island, November 17-December 26, 
South Carolina, Movember 27January 5,, 
Vermont , October 20-November 2s. 
Virginia, IJovember 27J,anuary 5. 
‘Jest Virginia, October 20-November 28. 
Puerto Bico, December 15-Februaryl2, 

Mississippi flyway states: 

All 14 states of the Mississippi flyway, as lsst year, elected to have a con- 
tinuous season. 

Alabama, December 2-tTanuary 5. 
Arkansas, December 24anuqy, 5 
Illinois, November FDecember 7. 
Indiana, November 3-December 7. 
Iowa, October 204ovember 23. 
Kentucky, December l-January 4. 
Loui si&ana, December 2January 5.. 
Michigan, October 13-Jovember 16. 
Minnesota, October 6-November y. 
Mississippi, December &January 5. 
Missouri, November 3-December 7. 
Ohio, October 20-November 23. 
Tennessee, December 24anuary 5. 
Wisconsin , October 144Tovember 16, 



Centrql. flyw&y ,states: 

In this flyway, 4 states out of the LO -- Colorado, Nontana, Weu T4exieo, 'and 
Wyoming d selected the split seaso& 

Colorado, October 6-23, aid December l+January 5. 
Kansas, October 20+ecembes . . j,& 
Montana, October 6-23, and November 17-December &. 
Nebraska, October 20-December j, 
Dew Mexico, October 13-30, and December 194anuary 5.‘ 
North Dakota, October 6-November 19, 
Oklahoma, November j-December Zl7. 
South Dakota, October 6-November 19. 
Texas, November j-December 17. 
Wyoming, October 6-23, end XTovember+2&Decemberll. _ : 

Pacific flyway states: 
! 

. . 

C&.ifornia, Nevada, and Utah, in the Pacific flyway; decided On *he s?$it 
season while the remaining 4 states elected a continuoupmseasonb 

Arizona, November i2-January 5@ . . 
California, Kovdmber 12-ufan&zy 5 for waterfowl and coot in those portions of 

San Bernardino, Riverside, and Imperial Counties, east of U, S, Kighwy 95 from the 
1Tevad.a line south to Blythe and east of the paved <and graded raad'extending from 
Blythe to Ripley, Palo Verde enLi Ogilb~ south to* its intersection with U..S,. Right% 
80 D thence east to ‘Suma, October 204?‘o$ember lG, md December l$Jaqwzy 5, in 
rest of the state* 

I&&o, November j-December 27. ' 
Mevada, October l+Hovember 3, and December .S-2(jb 
&3gon, Nove;lnber ~eaember 2To .I. 
Utah, October l+Rovember 3 I ard 1Tovember 2kDecimbcr lFj6 
Washington, Rovember +December 27, 

.Alqska# In the Second ,and Fourth Judicial Divisions, September 1 to October' 
25; fd the 5hird Judicial Division (except &diakuAfogn& Island Group), September 
.7 to October 31; in the First Judicial Division and the Kodiak-Afognak Island GrouI 
October 1 to htovember 24, povided that scoter ?z.Ct eider ducks &so’ nay be taken 
in the Second and Fourtn Judicial Divisions from September 1 to October 31 ;uld in 
the Third Judichl Division west of 1520 W. Longitude,.from September 7.to December 
23.. !Fhe bag limit for scoters end eiders is 10 a day singly or in the. aggregate of 
ell kinds, and not more than 20 singly or in ‘the ;xggregate of LI.1 kinds in pbsses- 
sion, 

(Any special exceptions to the above dates for rtll~flyw,ays, as well as the ope 
seasons.and bag limits for rails, gallinules,,woodcock, mourning or t-artle doves, 
white-winged doves, and band-tailed pigeons, are shown in tabular form by flyways i 
the schedules attached at end of this release,) 
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DAILY SEOO’ZING EOURS 

last 
Ducks, geesb,._brant, and coot. - The daily shooting hours are the same as -- 

Cram one-half hour before sunrise to one hour before sunset. year - i 

Rails gallinules --.LL - -.*A woodcock mourning or turtle doves, white-winged doves and -___ L-- I.pm.e- __-. - .-- --------- 
bend-tailed pigeons, -- The daily shooting hours are the s%!le as last year -- from 
one-Glfho%r before sunrise to sunset, with certainexceations as noted in sche- 
dule s. 

Opening-day of season. -- --I On the opening day of the season - including each 
first day of the solit seasons - waterfowl and coot may not be hunted prior to 
12 o *clock noon. In Wisconsin the opening dsy of the season for waterfowl, coot, 
rails and gallinules will start at 1:OO p.m. 

Special hours for mourning doves in certain s$ntes. - !Ehe d&ly shooting --.-.-.- 
period for mournir4 doves in Alr.bama., Arlr~nsns, Florida, Georgia, Kentusky, 
Louisianr!, M‘aryiend, Mississippi, Xorth Carolina, South Ccrolino, Tennessee, :nd 
Virginia will be from 12 o*clock noon until sunset. In Bew Mexico the shooting 
hours for mourning doves and bclnd-tailed pigeono v,411 be from 12 olclock noon until 
sunset on the first dcy of the season; there,ofter, from sunrise to sunset, _-- .-*-.-.-- 

(For specific exce tions on shooting 1:o’c s for al.1 species, see footnotes on 
all the schedules attoc r: ed at end of release, 7 

DAILY BAG AlTD POSS~SSIOB LIIUTS . --I_- 
Ducks. --- - ‘ilag and possession limit!: of 1:. a. day and 8 in nossession in the 

Atlantic and Mississippi flywqv states -sill remain the ‘same a.s last yecar. 

In the Central flyww states, however, the bag 1 inii t has been increased from 4 
to 5 a day, and the possession limit from S to 10, 

Pe,cific flyway states will have the daily b,ag nnd posser,sion limit the same - 
6 ducts. 

Geese. - Etily bag and possession limit 
same as last year, as followsr 

s for geese ~;ill be essentially the 

3e 2. 
In the Atlantic flyway states the daily bag and possession limit for geese w.ill 

Included in this limit can be either 2 Conada. geese or its cubspecies, or 2 
white-fronted geese. 
session. 

In add-i tion the hunter cw hzve 3 blue geese a da:! or in pos- 
In Xassachusetts, however, 

may be taken. No snolr geese or brent 
only Crulada geese (including its subspe&ies)’ 

can be taken in Atl.antic flyl,.q? states. 

In the Mississippi flyway states the daily bag ar_d possession limit for geese 
will be 4, includtig in such limit not more than (a) 2 Can&a gease or its su?+ 
species, - --. 

or (b) 2 white-fronted geese, ormC;nada goose ad 1 &ite-fronted 
goose. (NO shooting of geese will be allowed tn t&t ?:.rt of Alexanc’.er County, 
Illinois, previously established as C. closed aret%) 
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In the CtXbd fmw state@,,.except- &I gew Mexico, 5 geese ma3f be taken, 
inchding in suoh limit notme'th& (a) 2~&n&d$i&ese or its subspecies, or 
(b) 2white-f. t d Ton e gees=r (~~anadag$?ose and l..~lite.-fronte~,-~oser ..In Xew 
Mexico ihp bag and possession limit has beon re&uood from'5 tij 35goe&,;& this. 
limit maq include not more than 2 Canada geese or its subspecies, or 2 white-front 
geese,. or 1 snow goose. '. .: 

In tk Pacific fl;yway states, the daily bag and. possessi&'&4it for geese is 
6, the sa%~ as last year, in any combination not exceeding 2 of Ca&da geese,or its 
subspecies, white-fronted geese, or brant. The w season is continued on Rosst 
geese. 

_..*, 
Wood ducks*--& open season in Massactisetts.and West Trirg&ia inAtlautio fly- 

Way; in Colorado, Kansas, Xebraska, North &&ota;~SOuth&k@~a, &id.'trtjroming in 
Central flyway; and in Arizona, &E&L, and Utah in Pacific flyway, In all other 
states and Alaska, bag 08 possession limit may i&lud@~only 1: wood-duck,' ':: .y;, '.I 

Coots.-The bag limit for coots'remains the&mess 'last year--15 birds a w 
in the-Atlantic and E%ific flyways and 10. a w in th&Mis$issippi and'Centr&l. 
Possession limits are the same as the daily bag Umitsb 

Scoiers and eider ducks .--The da& bag limit of 7 scoters or eider or old 
sqpaQ ducks. singlysor in tlG aggregate, and not exq&ding~lUti possess~o,n.singly 0~ 
in the aggregate, is continued in Come&out, Naine, MaSsa&iusetts; New IJampshire, 
Z&w York, and -de Island where these birds nw be taken in open coastal waters 
only, beyond outer harbor lines, from'Septe&er 17 to Deaaber 17. In areas oth&r 
than those beyond outer harbor limits, suchbirds may be.taken,during the open 
seasons for other ducks, ': '. 

Pails .--In all flywaya, not more,lth+ l!.in the sggr,egate 0-f rails (other thar 
sora) and gallinules. y I : ,. ,. .: . . 

.-The daily bag!and possession limit in:all:flyways remains the same as sora 
last year--25 birds--exoept in Florida where the limit is 15. - 

,Woodco&-In the Atlantic and Mississippi flywey.states, &nd in Oklahotia and 
in cert&.n counties in eastern Texas and elsewhere in.that state where pehitted to 
be hunted (see attached schedules at end of release), the daily beglimit for md- 
Icock is 4 and the possession limit is 8, ,:. . 

. 
l4.ournW or turtledoves. -In the states of all flyways wherein hn&ed, the ~EQ 

hqd possession limit.is-10 birds. . _.. <~ : 
American and red-breasted mergansers .-In all flyweys, 25 singly er in the 

ggate of both kinds. After the o$eTCng d.gy 09 the seasonther%'is no poSsessior :' i “., 
l . 

'. 'Band-tz~iled pigeons. --Daily bag and;possessiori @nit has been reduced from 10.1 
8 i&Arizd&, California, New Ikz$smg Oregon, and WasMngtoh--the 0na;ir sta*es where 
the shooting of this species is permitted. !This year California will again have the 
same s-&it season for band-tailed pigeons as last year, from September 16 to 30 and 
from December 17 to 31. In EJew Mexico band-tailed pigeons cenbe hunted south of 
Highway 60 from September 16 to October 15, but there is no open season in rest of 
state, 
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CLOSED L3EfslNS 

Closed seasons on certain species will be 5.n effect as follows: 

On wood ducks in Arizona, Colorado, Kansas, Massachusetts, Nebraska, Nevada, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, West Virginia, and Wyoming; 

On snow geese in Beaverhead, #Gallatin, arid Madison counties ‘in Montana, and in 
the states of Colorado, Idaho 5 and Wjoming, and on snow geese and brant in states of 
the Atlantic flyway; 

On blue peese in Colorado; 

On geese of any species in Canyon County, Idaho, except a strip 1 mile wide on 
each side of tfloise Paver and a strip 1 mile wide on the northeast side of the 
Snake River; and in that part of Alexander Coutity, Illinois, established as a closed 
area by Presidential procla-;nation on October 1, 19*C7; 

On Ross! geese end on all swans throughout the country; -- 

On mourning doves in Alaska, Connecticut, parts of Idaho, IHana, Iowa, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, parts of &iintana, New Hampshire, I%ew Jersey, New 
York, North Dakota, Ohio, Puerto Rico, Rhode Island, South Zekota, Utah, Vermont, 
Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Qorring; 

On woodcock in Florida, Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky, Pmrto Rico, and Tennessee; 

On-black-bellied tree ducks in Texas. 
. 

MEWS ?XB TAKING BIAPDS --- 

The regulation which prohibits the use of automatic-loading or repeating &o t- 
guns capable of holding more than three shells still continues in effect D An amend- 
ment which went into effect two years ego provides that the plug in such a shotgun 
must be incapable of being removed without disassembling the gun. 

The regulations do not autho rize 
any ‘!b,ai ted place,” 

the taking of waterfowl by Qaiti,ngR or over 
Tnesc terms i3i-e 

defined as follows : 
or with the aid of live duck or goose decors. 

“Baiting shall nea.n the placii-g, expsl,ng, dcpositi~, distrib- 
uting, or scattering of shelled, shucked, or unshucked corn, wheat, other’grain, 
salt, or other feed so as to constitute for such birds a lure, attraction, or 
enticement to, on, or over the area where hunters are atteqting to take th3m. 
Baited place shall mean any place where, at my time during the open seasoiis on such 
birds, shelled, shucked, or unshuckod corn, whoat or other grain, salt, or any other 
feed whatsoever that may attract such birds is 
eqosed, deposited, distributed, or scattered.” 

directly or indirectly placed., 

TRQE~KIX!I!AI!ION AND POST-SEASON POSSiZSSION LIMIT OF GAME --- 

To permit sportsmen to transport to their homes d&:s and geese killed on the 
last day of the season at so~~ne distant point, shipments from Canada end N&co can 
be made as late as 5 days following the close of the season in the province or state 
where taken. In the United States hunters can make interstate ship;aents up to 48 
burs following the close of the &looting season in the state where taken, 
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The regulations p e&t the transportation out of and possession in anoth6 
s+Ate during the period of the open season where killed, and for 90 days therr 
of wild ducks ‘and geese t&en in a flyway having a larger possession limit th 
other fl+Fs. 

In connection with such transportation or importation, dressed birds, as 
of identification, are required to have the head, head plumage, and feet atta 

Any pa&age in which such birds (or parts thereof) are transported. mst k 
name and address of the shipper and of the consignee, together with an accurat 
statement of the numbers and kinds of birds contained in the-pa&age, clezkly 
conspicuously marked on the outside, 

The post-season period for possession of migratory game birds remains tk 
as in previous years--90 days* 

xxx 

P.N, 81065’ 8 

Interior--tiplicatir!g Section, FJashW;ton, D, C. 
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